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When You Should (or Shouldn’t) Pick Up Your   
Small Dog 

By Sassafras Lowrey, CTDI  

It’s an instinct for many owners of small breed dogs to pick them up at 
different points while walking, such as when they’re walking past larger 
dogs. It’s natural to want to protect your small dog from an approaching 
large dog. But, there are pros and cons to picking your little dog up. 

Training Small Dogs 
Studies have shown that there are some behavioral differences between 
small and large dogs. In some ways, this research validates some of the 
commonly held beliefs about small dogs and their behavior. Specifically, the 
research showed that small dogs were more likely to be anxious than larger 
breed dogs. The study also indicated that small breed dogs were likely to be 
more excitable. They were also less reliable with responding to trained 
cues. “Little dogs get less training, less socialization, and are involved in 
fewer activities than big dogs, and that’s a shame for them,” explains Dr. 
Zazie Todd, a dog behavior expert. 

Dr. Todd advises that small dogs can and do excel with training just as much 
as large breeds, but dog owners have to put the training work in. “Little 
dogs learn just like big dogs do, so you can use positive reinforcement to 
teach them to walk past other dogs, or if they are already fearful of big 
dogs, you can use counter conditioning to teach them they are okay,” she 
explains. Ideally, we want to hold our small dogs to the same training 
standards as larger breed dogs. Ensuring small dogs receive appropriate 
training can help them to feel more secure in the world and prevent behav-
ioral issues. 

Continued on Page 3 

https://www.akc.org/author/sassafras-lowreyctdi/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/smallest-dog-breeds/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/why-small-dogs-behave-differently-than-large-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/lifestyle/why-small-dogs-behave-differently-than-large-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/basic-obedience-training-for-your-dog/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/puppy-socialization/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/largest-dog-breeds/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/operant-conditioning-positive-reinforcement-dog-training/
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MINIATURE SCHNAUZER CLUB OF MICHIGAN 

GENERAL MEETING—ZOOM MEETING 

Wednesday, August 14, 2024 

7 p.m. 

The link for the Zoom meeting will be emailed 

out before the meeting date. 
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When Should You Pick Up a Small Dog? 
When walking a small dog, many dog owners instinctively will pick up their dog if they see a large dog ap-
proaching, especially if they’re off-leash or seem excited. Picking your dog up is a natural impulse because of 
the size difference. A larger, excited, or aroused dog can accidentally injure a smaller dog. By picking your 
small dog up off the ground, you can keep an approaching dog from getting to your dog. Picking up your 
small dog can also make them feel more secure if they’re reactive or nervous around other dogs. 

“If you know that your little dog is reactive to other dogs, you can sometimes pick them up and turn them 
around so that they never even see the other dog,” Dr. Todd advises. She notes that this strategy can be es-
pecially helpful in keeping your dog from reacting. Plus, it can help you “protect your training if you aren’t 
ready at that moment to turn it into a training situation,” meaning if you don’t have treats with you or can’t 
quickly increase the distance from an approaching dog. By picking up your little dog, you can reduce the ten-
sion of passing a larger dog while walking. This will make the interaction easier for all dogs involved. 

Dangers of Picking Dogs Up 
Picking your little dog up can be a way to keep them safe from approaching large dogs. But, it can also create 
some potential challenges. “Unfortunately, if another dog is fixated on the small dog and is very close, the 
motion of picking up the dog can add to the arousal of the other dog,” warns Michelle Stern, a certified pro-
fessional dog trainer and behavior consultant. If the large dog approaching seems aroused, picking your small 
dog up could cause the approaching dog to bite you. If you’re picking your dog up because they’re reactive or 
uncomfortable around other dogs, this may deescalate the situation for your dog. However, it could also be 
upsetting to your dog. In this case, lifting a small dog who is reactivating about an approaching dog could re-
sult in an accidental redirected bite by the small dog to the small dog’s owner as they’re picked up. 

Respecting Your Dog’s Boundaries 

Although picking up your small dog might be easy, not all small dogs enjoy being picked up. For some dogs, 
getting picked up can be a disorienting, frightening, uncomfortable, or painful experience. Stern advises that 
we can make this experience more comfortable for our dogs by working on the skill ahead of time. She rec-
ommends teaching your dog when they can expect you to carry them. By doing this, you can train them to 
associate being picked up with something positive. You’ll also help them avoid being surprised by being 
scooped up. “One way to help the dog to accept being picked up is to give a verbal cue before you pick up 
the dog, so they know what to expect,” Stern explains. A verbal cue can prevent small dogs from being star-

Alternatives to Picking Up Small Dogs 
There can be benefits to getting your small dog off the ground as other dogs walk past. However, this isn’t 
always practical. If you have a small dog who doesn’t enjoy being picked up, or if you struggle to bend down 
to pick your dog up, you can use training to get your little dog off the ground. Trick training skills can be espe-
cially helpful to get your small dog height as a large dog passes. 

“An alternative to picking up the dog could be cueing the dog to climb up onto a tall object that is out of the 
way or even behind a large object, so they can no longer be seen,” explains Stern. To do this, you can uti-
lize front paw targeting or a lure to encourage your small dog to jump onto a log, rock, park bench, or other 
object in the environment and then add a verbal cue like “up.” This allows dog owners to get little dogs off 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/when-you-should-pick-up-your-small-dog/ 

Continued from Page 1—When You Should Pick Up Your Small Dog 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/reactivity-vs-aggression/
https://prf.hn/click/camref:1100l9KzB/pubref:akc-org/ar:ea-when-you-should-pick-up-your-small-dog/destination:https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chewy.com%2Fblue-buffalo-blue-bits-tender-beef%2Fdp%2F49573?rel=sponsored
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/why-do-dogs-bite/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/trick-dog-101-what-to-know/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/teaching-targeting-to-your-dog/
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2024 Calendar of Events 

Club News: 

We’re on the Web! 

www.miniatureschnauzerclubofmichigan.org 

MSCM fall conformation specialties 

are Friday, September 27, 2023, 

held in conjunction with the Terrier 

Club of Michigan show at the Mon-

roe County Fairgrounds. This year 

we are having a second specialty 

on Friday. 

Monroe County KC shows are Sat-

urday & Sunday, Sept. 28 & 29.  

Mini Judges are: 

Friday  

TCM Specialty-Allison Sunderman 

Sweeps-Allan Hargreaves 

MSCM Specialty-Susan Napady 

Saturday–Mareth Kipp  

Sunday–Ann Roth 

July 26,27,28-MSCM Agility Trial & FAST CAT Trials @ All 
Dogs Can, 2040 N. Lapeer Road, Lapeer, MI  48446 
 
August 14 (Wednesday)-Evening Zoom Meeting 
 
September 27 (Friday)-MSCM Specialty, Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Monroe, MI 
 
October 20 (Saturday)-Valiant Bar & Grill, 1120 S. Main 
Street, Chelsea, MI 48118  
 
December 7(Saturday)-Coral Gables Restaurant, 2838 E 
Grand River Ave, East Lansing, MI 48823  

Thanks to Karli Muelleerr-Brough for hosting a barn 

hunt seminar at our June meeting. The dogs and 

handlers had a great time!  

coachkarli.com 
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TOPLINES 

is a bi–monthly publication 

January-February 

March-April 

May-June 

July-August 

September-October 

November-December 

Editor-Susan Quinn 

SHOW  

CALENDAR 

Breed/Obed/Rally 2024 
Sept. 5-8  Breed 
Genesse Cty & Saginaw KC 
Corunna, MI 
 
Sept. 6-8 OB,Rally 
English Cocker Club 
Howell, MI  
 
Sept. 14-15 Breed, OB, Rally 
St. Clair KC 
Goodells, MI 
 
Sept. 13-15 OB, Rally 
Grand Rapids Agility Club 
Kentwood, MI 
 
Sept .27-29 Breed, OB, Rally 
TCM & Monroe KC 
Monroe, MI 
 
Oct. 5-6 Obed/Rally 
AADTC 
Whitmore Lake, MI  
 
Oct. 19-20 OB, Rally 
Marshbanks Golden Club 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Oct. 25-27 Obed/Rally 
Sportsmen’s DTC 
Warren, MI 
 

Agility 2024 
Aug.-Sept 2 
Various Clubs 
Midland, MI 
 
Sept. 6-8 
AADTC 
Whitmore Lake, MI 
 
Sept. 7-8 ISC Only 
CDTC 
Grand Blanc, MI 
 
Sept. 13-15 
Grand Rapids Agility 
Kentwood, MI 
 
Sept 13-15 
Fort Det. Golden 
Lapeer, MI 
 
Sept. 19-22 
Various clubs 
Midland, MI 

Sept.26-29 
Grand Traverse KC 
Midland, MI 
 
Oct. 3-6 
Midland MI KC 
Midland, MI 
 
Oct. 11-13 
Oakland Cty KC 
Lapeer, MI 
 
Oct. 18-20 
FDGRC 
Lapeer, MI 
 
Oct. 24-27 
Various clubs 

MSCM Agility & Fast Cat Trials 
July 26,27,28, 2024 

At 
All Dogs Can, Lapeer MI 

 
Come see all the dogs & volunteer! 

 
Shows start at 8 am! 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST: From the November/December 1975 MSCM Toplines 

MSCM Specialty Results from September 5, 1975 
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